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26 June 1858

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistmy of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided and
Elder Gerrit Wakker served as clerk, the president asked two members why they were absent at the previous
meeting. A member of church wants her child to be baptized at the church but her husband is a member of the
secessionists and wants the baby baptized there. Consistory ruled the right of the woman to have her baby baptized
in this church. Concern was expressed about young adults in the church who have not made confession of faith.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 61-62.
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administrative books concerning the church building-ftind had been found to be in good
order. He replied in the affirmative, mentioning-the many complicated factors that had
been considered by him. The meeting wa ,cliised with prayer by Brother Ploeg.
A

. van Raalte
Wakker

Meeting Held on June 26, 1858
Absent: Broek, Keppel, Plugger, and Wilterdink
The meeting was opened by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes were approved.
ARTICLE 2 — The president asks Brother Hekhuis why he was absent at the previous
meeting. He indicates that he had been hindered due to illness. The same question was
put to Brother te Roller, who declared that at that time he was in Grand Rapids.
ARTICLE 3 — The committee (see Article 8, 17th of June) reports that they have not yet
spoken to Elder Wilterdink.
ARTICLE 4 — Brother Keppel enters the meeting. The committee appointed to see J.
Vinke (see Article 7 of the May 17 meeting), with the exception of Brother Plugger,
whose place was taken by Wakker, since Plugger had suddenly been unavailable, brings
its report. They have spoken at length and earnestly with him, and believe it is necessary
to maintain the current status of censure. Vinke has, however, recently said that he now
believes that the consistory has dealt with him in love and for the well being of his soul.
ARTICLE 6 (sic) — A discussion ensued concerning the wife of Nij sing in reference to
the baptism of her child. Her husband desires to have the child baptized by the
secessionists, since he belongs to this group. The assembly judges that no woman should
be forced to go against her conscience and that the woman should be comforted at every
opportunity given us.
ARTICLE 7 — It was proposed and approved to read a catechism sermon Sunday
afternoon in the district school No. 4.
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Article 8 - There was a discussion concerning baptized children and what rule should be
maintained when they have reached maturity and have not made profession of faith.
How must their non-professing status be judged and what should be done in such cases?
The matter of discipline was also raised in this connection and how children of the church
should be viewed. There was considerable difference of opinion, and the wish was
expressed that there could be firm rules to give guidance and to promote unity in the
church.
The meeting was closed by Brother Wakker.

A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker
Consistmy Meeting Held on July 26, 1858
Absent: Brothers Broek, Keppel, Labots, and Wilterdink
Labots informed Wakker that he was unable to attend the meeting because of illness.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — Henderika Deur requested to be admitted to membership in the
congregation by way of profession of faith. /
ARTICLE 2 — The president leaves theméeting
.
because of a domestic situation.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother Ploeg was apP6inted as temporary chairman, since he is the oldest
in years.
ARTICLE 4 — Wakker was requested by the president to conduct the confession of faith
of Henderika Deur. With an unanimous vote, she was granted admission to the
fellowship of the congregátion.
ARTICLE 5 — Leeuwe Pol entered the meeting and requested permission to have his
children baptized. Neither he nor his wife are members of the congregation. After there
had been considerable discussion with him, it became apparent that he is ignorant (of
spiritual matters) He was told of the gravity of this situation for the salvation of his soul
and was advised to make use of the opportunity for catechism and then at a later time to
come to make/profession of his faith.

